
A Few Tips for Summer  
The summer is a wonderful time for children to read what they most enjoy, 
to learn new things, and to have fun!  Summer reading can make a 
significant difference in a student's overall academic achievement. 
As a parent, there are a number of things you can do to encourage your 
child to read and to develop strong reading and writing skills over the 
summer. 

At Home 
Make time for reading 

During the busy summer months, it can be hard for you and your child to 
find a chance to read. Set aside a quiet time each day for reading, and 
remember to include "reading time" when planning summer activities. 

Spice things up with a variety of choices 

To stimulate reading at home, keep reading materials throughout the house, 
including newspapers, magazines, and brochures. Keep some fun things on 
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Get a library 
card 
The Suffolk Public 
Library can’t wait to 
meet you. 

Make Reading a 
Family Affair 

Be a model for 
reading in your 
house. 

Write About It 
Send snail mail to 
family members in 
another city or state.
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hand too, like word games, puzzles, or the kids' section of the newspaper. This will increase your 
child's access to books and printed material, providing more opportunities to practice reading. 

Beat Boredom with Books 

Help your children find books that they find interesting — especially on rainy days! These might 
include non-fiction books, fun fact books, arts and crafts books, hands-on activity and project books, 
or cookbooks with kid-friendly recipes. 

Read Aloud Everyday 

Try to find time each day to read aloud to your children — even the older ones. Reading aloud 
benefits children and teens, particularly those who are struggling readers. Read aloud in different 
places, from the porch to the park. And don't be afraid to use silly voices and act out the story! 

Get Word Wise 

Introduce your child to new words every day. Talk about what these words mean and how they are 
used. 

Write Away 

Keep writing materials handy such as pencils, paper, and crayons so that your child can practice 
writing. Encourage them to write letters or post cards to friends and relatives over the summer, to 
keep a journal, make a summer scrapbook, or to write stories and poems. Ask your child to help you 
when making shopping lists or copying a recipe.
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NEWS YOU CAN USE 
James Patterson’s READ KIDDO READ 
website has great book recommendations 
for children of all ages. 

http://readkiddoread.com/index 

Scholastic’s  Read-A-Palooka is a great 
way to challenge your child to read all 
summer. 

https://www.scholastic.com/summer/
home/ 

The Suffolk Public Library has a summer 
reading challenge to keep your children 
engaged in reading all summer. 

https://www.suffolkpubliclibrary.com/ 
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